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Campbell off to South Alabama 


UCA coach signs four-year deal to lead 
Sun Belt Conference team. — Sports, 1C 


Lipstick on a pig 


The Disaster Artist is a fresh, rewarding 
salute to 2003’s The Room. - Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Darlene Bradley, may- 
or of Davenport, Fla., is ac- 
cused of possessing coun- 
terfeit parking decals and 
using dead people’s parking 
permits so she could park in 
a handicapped spot at City 
Hall, resulting in her arrest 
on several felony counts, 
police said. 


E Melania Trump, the na- 
tion’s first lady, while pay- 
ing a pre-Christmas visit 
to a Washington, D.C.-area 
hospital, was asked by a 
10-year-old patient about 
where she’d like to spend 
the holidays with her family 
and drew laughs when she 
responded that it would be 
a deserted tropical island. 


E Geraldine Hines, 70, a 
recently retired Massachu- 
setts Supreme Court justice, 
said she was “so disappoint- 
ed” when a prosecutor re- 
jected her as a juror for a 
murder trial, saying she’s 
“been waiting my whole life 
to be a juror in a criminal 
case.” 


E Roy Miller, a San Anto- 
nio police sergeant, said a 
man eating dinner with his 
family at a fast-food restau- 
rant pulled out his handgun 
and fatally shot an armed 
robber who threatened his 
family when the father re- 
fused a demand for money. 


E Michele Boudreaux of 
Maplewood, N.J., who sets 
out candy, snacks, tissues, 
hand warmers and other 
goodies on her doorstep 
every year for delivery peo- 
ple, recorded a very plump 
squirrel raiding the goody 
basket, taking pricey choc- 
olates and lip balm. 


E Mary Edwards, 70, of 
Port Chester, NY., filed a 
negligence lawsuit against 
the doctor who repaired 
her varicose veins after she 
listened to him talk on his 
cellphone during the sec- 
ond outpatient procedure, 
after which he told her he 
had been taking a Spanish 
proficiency test. 


E Al Xiques, a police cap- 
tain in Pembroke Pines, Fla., 
said a thief believed to have 
broken into numerous cars 
in a neighborhood on the 
same night is being sought 
for swiping an assault ri- 
fle, a stun gun, a vest and 
ammunition from a police 
cruiser that was parked out- 
side a home. 


Hi Jamie Creamer, 46, a 
popular South Portland, 
Maine, school bus driver, 
was treated to a surprise 
high school marching band 
performance and a parade 
of buses outside the hospi- 
tal where he’s being treated 
for neck cancer. 


E Natalie DeRosa, man- 
ager of Dairy Air Ice 
Cream in Montclair, N.J., 
said an effort is underway 
to make the shop’s cartoon 
logo featuring a cow with 
a pronounced derriere eat- 
ing a cone “more fun and 
less sexy” after the play on 
words drew complaints that 
it was sexist. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly clear and cold. 
High 44, light 


west winds. 
Tonight Clear, 
cold, winds 
increasing. 
Low 28. 
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Israeli troops and Palestinian protesters face off Thursday in the West Bank town of Bethlehem. 


On rage day, Palestinian 
tells Pence to stay home 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

JERUSALEM — A top Pal- 
estinian official said Thurs- 
day that Vice President Mike 
Pence would not be welcome 
in the West Bank, a day after 
President Donald Trump an- 
nounced that the U.S. would 
recognize Jerusalem as Isra- 
el’s capital. 

In East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank, thousands 
of Palestinian protesters 


clashed with Israeli forces, 
and in the Gaza Strip dem- 
onstrators burned U.S. flags 
and pictures of Trump. Also 
in Gaza, the supreme leader 
of the Hamas militant group 
called on Palestinians to be- 
gin a new uprising against 
Israel. 

Israeli forces braced for 
the possibility of even worse 
violence today, when tens 
of thousands of Palestinians 
attend weekly prayers at Je- 
rusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque, 


the city’s most sacred Islamic 
site. 

A senior Palestinian of- 
ficial said the Palestinians 
would not meet with Pence 
during his visit to the region 
later this month, when Pence 
is expected to visit Israel and 
make a stop in Bethlehem. 

“We will not receive him 
in the Palestinian territories,” 
said the official, Jibril Rajoub. 

However, a White House 
official said Pence still plans 

See JERUSALEM, Page 6A 


House’s Franks 
to resign Jan. 31 
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WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Al Franken, D-Minn., an- 
nounced Thursday that he 
will resign “in the coming 
weeks” after his support 
among Democrats crumbled 
over allegations of his sexual 
misconduct. 

Hours later, Rep. Trent 
Franks, R-Ariz., said he will 
resign Jan. 31, as a House Eth- 
ics Committee investigates 
possible sexual harassment 
by him. And the committee 
late Thursday opened an in- 
vestigation into Rep. Blake 
Farenthold, R-Texas, over 
allegations that he sexually 
harassed a former staff aide 
and retaliated against her 
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AP/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE 


Sen. Al Franken leaves the Capitol with his wife, Franni Bryson, 
after his speech Thursday on the Senate floor. 


when she complained about 
discrimination. 

On the Senate floor, Fran- 
ken said: “I, of all people, 
am aware that there is some 
irony in the fact that I am 
leaving while a man who has 


State opioid-rules draft 
sets doctor stipulations 


It also puts 7-day cap on painkillers 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Doctors who prescribe 
large amounts of narcotic 
painkillers would be re- 
quired to take extra precau- 
tions under draft regulations 
unanimously approved by 
the Arkansas State Medical 
Board on Thursday. 

The requirements would 
kick in when doctors write 
prescriptions for more than 
50 morphine milligram 
equivalents — equal to about 
10 5-milligram tablets of hy- 
drocodone or two 15-milli- 
gram tablets of oxycodone 
— per day. 

The rules would also limit 
prescriptions for treatment 
of acute pain, such as after 


surgery, to a seven-day sup- 
ply. 

The limits would not ap- 
ply to prescriptions written 
for patients with cancer, in 
hospice or palliative care, or 
being treated in hospitals or 
during emergencies. 

Based on guidelines is- 
sued last year by the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the rules are 
aimed at reducing the abuse 
of opioid medications such 
as hydrocodone, oxycodone 
and morphine. 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson, 
who had urged the Medi- 
cal Board to adopt the CDC 
guidelines, praised the board 
“for this important step.” 

See OPIOIDS, Page 6A 


bragged on tape about his 
history of sexual assault sits 
in the Oval Office, and a man 
who has repeatedly preyed 
on young girls campaigns for 
the Senate with the full sup- 

See FRANKEN, Page 4A 


an Arkansan, received a posthumous medal for his bravery during the 1941 attack. 


1| Shutdown off 


as Congress 
OKs stopgap 


Government spending lasts 
till Dec. 22; battle to go on 


DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
AND WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gress passed a short-term 
spending bill Thursday, 
avoiding a partial govern- 
ment shutdown in the com- 
ing days but setting up an- 
other spending battle later 
this month. 

The measure to extend 
government funding until 
Dec. 22 passed the House 
and Senate by comfortable 
margins. President Donald 
Trump indicated he will sign 
the stopgap deal, averting a 
partial government shut- 
down that had been set to 
take effect at 12:01 a.m. Sat- 
urday. 

Congressional leaders 
of both parties went to the 
White House on Thursday 
afternoon to begin talks 
with Trump on a long-term 
spending pact. 

“Were all here today as 
a very friendly, well-unified 
group, well-knit-together 
group of people,” Trump 
said at the top of the Oval Of- 
fice meeting. “We hope that 
we're going to make some 


great progress for our coun- 
try. I think that will happen, 
and we'll appreciate it very 
much.” 

But there are obstacles 
to any deal. Trump him- 
self cast doubt Wednesday, 
telling reporters that Dem- 
ocrats “want to have illegal 
immigrants pouring into our 
country, bringing with them 
crime, tremendous amounts 
of crime.” A shutdown over 
the issue, he said, “could hap- 
pen.” 

The short-term deal, 
known as a continuing reso- 
lution, passed in part because 
it maintained the status quo 
on government spending lev- 
els and policies. Both parties 
are preparing for a spending 
and policy fight as they eye 
a longer-term deal. 

The chairman of the 
House Freedom Caucus, a 
group of hard-line conserva- 
tives who have bucked GOP 
leaders on past government 
spending bills, warned that 
any bipartisan deal on spend- 
ing risked a Republican re- 
volt later this month. 

See STOPGAP, Page 4A 


DHS acts at odds 
with law’s intent, 
auditor tells panel 


Adviser’s contract, furniture buys 
draw scrutiny; decision is delayed 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A legislative auditor 
Thursday questioned wheth- 
er the Department of Human 
Services circumvented the 
intent of state law and the 
Arkansas Constitution by 
entering into a memoran- 
dum of understanding with 
the University of Arkansas 
for Medical Sciences for a se- 
nior Medicaid adviser to the 
department’s director. 

A department official 
said the memorandum of 
understanding with UAMS 
for Dennis Smith, who was 
the chief of federal Medicaid 
operations under President 
George W. Bush, was not 
intended to circumvent the 
process through which state 
government positions are ap- 
propriated by the Legislature. 


AP/The Star-Advertiser/CRAIG T. KOJIMA 
Pearl Harbor attack survivor Al Rodrigues salutes Thursday during a service at the USS Arizona 
Memorial in Honolulu honoring those who died in Japan's surprise strike 76 years ago that pushed 
the United States into World War II. At Thursday's service, Chief Boatswain's Mate Joseph George, 


Nonetheless, the mem- 
orandum of understanding 
was converted into a con- 
tract for fiscal 2018. The 
Legislative Council approved 
the contract in June 2017, the 
Human Services Department 
said in a written response to 
Arkansas Legislative Audit’s 
review of the department for 
fiscal 2016. Fiscal years start 
July 1. 

Smith’s salary is now 
$257,347.68 a year and he’s not 
received a pay raise since he 
started work last year, UAMS 
spokesman Leslie Taylor said 
after the audit committee’s 
meeting. Human Services 
Director Cindy Gillespie’s 
salary is $282,800 a year, 
according to the Arkansas 
Transparency website. 

Deputy legislative au- 

See DHS, Page 2A 
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